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\vould violate the well-established laws of lan-
guage by which the meaning of it can only be
made certain; that rather than believe that Moses
fixes the antiquity of the globe, "he would cut
the philological knot at once, and without hesita-
tion," which ties up the language to such a mean-
ing ! What a marvellous exhibit of capability to
pronounce an exegetical opinion! What a rare
petrefaction of self-complacency! How the in-
fidel applauds such an utterance from the mouth
of an avowed Christian! It was a great pity that
this greatly magnified geologist had not known
something about figures of speech, for in that case
he would have seen that the word day in Genesis,
second chapter, as in multitudes of other places,
is used by synecdoche for time; a part for the
whole. Whenever this figurative appropriation
of the word is made, due notice is always given
by qualifying terms or phrases* Thus in Genesis
2:4; " These are the generations of the heavens
and,of the earth WHEN they were created, in the
day that the Lord God made the heavens and the
earth." What can be clearer than the indication
of the figure of synecdoche by the adverb of
time? So in other places, "a day of darkness*'
means a time of darkness, long or short; "a day
of calamity" means a time of distress; " a day of
prosperity" means a prosperous time, The term
in such connections can never be misappro'hended,
unless by such interpreters as are accustomed to
cut philological knots. The figurative sense un-
mistakably proclaims itself in all such passages.
Wherever the word day is found nakedly in any